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HIV infections soar ai
ByJoyce Howard Price
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

New cases of HIV, which
causes AIDS, jumped sharply
amonghomosexual men in the
United States from1999 to2002
the federal Centers forDisease
Control and Prevention re«
ported yesterday.

Study finds safe sex' methods scorned
port.

Tlic number ofnow infectious
cUn)bed 17 percent for homo
sexual menin thisperiod, com
pared with 7.3 percent for all
men. the studyrevealed. It was
published inthe CDC's Morbid
ity and Mortality Weekly Re

port.

"Reports of syphilis out
breaks and increased unpro
tected sex rai.se concerns re
garding incicascs in HIV
transmission amonj; men who
have sex with incn," the authors

of the report said. HIV is the
acronym for luiman immunod
eficiency virus.

Ina telephone interview yes
terday Dr. Rob Janssen. direc
tor o the CDC's AIDS division,
said black men continue to ac-

count for more than half; (SS
percent) ofnew HIV diagnoses
mthecountry, making them the

population.
HIV cases increased 26 per-

^ u® percent, respectively,among Hispanic menand non-
Hispanic white men during the
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urvey period.
In all racial categories, the

reatest number of men beins
lagnosed with HIV wer^ ho-
losexual or bisexual JDr
anssen said. Researchere say

data were based on
02,590 new HIV diagnoses in
9states in thesurvey period,
f those, 43,144 were among
smosexual and bisexual men
he other infecbons, including
iterosexualmen, were mostly
ansmitted through intra

venous druguse. Theratesofin-
fecdon for both the groups re-
riod"^ steady during the pe-

numbers of homo-sexual menappear tobe ignor
ing safe sex" warnings and
putting themselves at risk for
HiV and sexually transmitted
diseases. One reason. Dr.
Janssen said, is the erroneous
belief that AIDS is "curahi^" mciude some
The other isthat HIV/AIDS i<; fin/^o having the highest preva-viewed „ achro„"!S'mi!
nal, disorder, which can be

Hovvcver, hesaid, not cvcry-
jme will re.spond to HIVAIDS

treatments, and prevention is
the best course. Exacerbating
the problem, hesaid,is the fail-

."h® fo knowtheir HIV status. "Weestimate
thatsome 250,000 ofthe900 000
Americans believed to be posi
tive for HIV do not know tliey
are infected."

CDC researchers say their
analysis did not include some

lu niv orin-lection with other sexually
transmitted diseases through
homosexual or bisexual con
tact. Suchjuri.sdictionsincludo

C«lilV)rni<-,. llUnoi.sand theDistrict.Theomissions

~ owing to the recent switch
counting only full-blown

AIDS cases to including HIV
cases make the findings even
more worrisome, investigators
Sdy.

The HIV findings follow the
release of other data in recent
clays from theCDC and theNa
tional Center for Health Statis
tics,which showed that the rate
or primary and secondary
syphilis increased 9.1 percent
last year.

Theriseinsyphilis caseslast
year is the second consecutive
annual incrca.se. The CDC at-
tnhutcd the rise to nioresyphilis cases among men, es

pecially homosexual and bisex
ual men.

The HIV surveillance data
support 25-results released in July atthe National HIV,STD CoiSfe?-

ence in AUanta.
In July, the CDC reported

that AIDS-related deaths fell 59
overaU'^^^^»agnoses rose 2.2 per-

SiSf showedthat HIV cases among men hav-
rnfA^7*i" relations with men
2002 2001 to

findings add to thepowjng concern that we are
facing a potential resurcence of

bisexualmen Dr. Harold DafTe, director
f Center

Aui,!? i"
^ Dr. Janssen said the study
reinforces the concerns"

who has re-
s^hedAlI)SattheCDC?ina
Please. bracking the

Initially. AIDS primarily was

men^Th homosexual
epidemic began to wane by ihe

early tomid-1990s, asmany
mosexual men turned awayfrom unsafe sexual practices.



It quickly becomes clear to us that urban gays
.assumed a general consensus to the effect that
everyone has the right to behave just as he pleases.
Everyone has to decide what was "right for
him in effect, to make up the rules as he went
along. In fact, they boiled down to a single axiom! I
can do whatever I want, and you can go to perdition.

Kirk &Masden; After the Ball: How America Will Conquer
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